
 

Forget overpriced schools, long days in a crowded classroom, and pitifully poor results. These websites and apps cover myriads
of science, art, and technology topics. They will teach you practically anything, from making hummus to building apps in
node.js, most of them for free. There is absolutely no excuse for you not to master a new skill, expand your knowledge, or
eventually boost your career. You can learn interactively at your own pace and in the comfort of your own home. It’s hard to
imagine how much easier it can possibly be. But there’s more. Many of these websites and apps feature quizzes, tests, and
exercises that are meant to boost your scores or to improve your knowledge. You can even watch videos that teach you these
skills in a way that is much more relatable than watching a teacher lecture. No matter what tools you use to learn, one thing is
for sure: Learning happens online nowadays. It's the perfect place to take onboard knowledge from experts or refresh yourself
on topics you may have forgotten about. So what are you waiting for? Meanwhile offline learning techniques are still very
popular with students who need quick access to information they wouldn’t be able to find easily online. There is a wide range of
ways to learn and not just through the use of computers and the internet. However, we will focus on online learning and
specifically on open courses because that is how we got to this point. This brings us to the biggest question: What is open
learning? Open learning represents a collaborative effort between educators and learners where they share their knowledge,
skills, and ideas through free, non-for-profit activities. This movement gained momentum in 2012 when Coursera gained
international recognition as one of the top 10 MOOC providers. Coursera has since expanded its offerings to include individual
classes on all kinds of topics from Ancient Chinese Philosophy to Computer Science. Open courses are free of charge, non-
profit and the main goal is to provide a community for learners and teachers to communicate and share knowledge. Open
courses can be accessed through any computer or mobile device that has an internet connection. The benefits of taking an open
course include: opportunities for personal and professional growth and knowledge, free and easy access (no enforced fees), and
the ability to interact with other open course students from around the world. There are many different online learning styles
such as self-directed learning, blended learning, flipped learning, flipped classroom, flipped Socratic method (FSM),
personalized learning (PL), single subject courses (SSC). All of these different learning styles have their own advantages and
disadvantages. No matter which online learning style you choose, you will want to choose the right learning management system
(LMS) for your needs. Self-directed learning is the most effective way to develop independence, critical thinking, problem
solving skills, and logical reasoning. Self-directed learners are in charge of what they are studying, how they study it, when they
study it but also listening to others that have studied something similar or not at all. Blended learning is a combination of self-
directed and instructor-led online education.
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